Influence of thiocyanate ions on starch-iodine reaction used for the estimation of alpha-amylase activity.
A strong simulating effect of thiocyanate ions during the estimation of alpha-amylase by the amyloclastic method is shown. Thiocyanate ions themselves catalyse the decolorization of the starch-iodine complex. This may lead to wrong values during determination of alpha-amylase by this method. The rate of thiocyanate-iodine reaction depends upon the hydrogen ion concentration of the iodine reagent.